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REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the lst December 1877. 
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_ EL LO CCE CLL tl. et. ele te a lias tte 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. of con ~~ < ve > aiont, ont 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 |“ Bharat Shramjibi ” ve ... | Baréhanagar we | 4,000 
2 |“ Rajshahye Sambad”’ _... ... | Rajshahye ae 
3 | Grambarté Prakdshiké ”’ ... | Comercolly sie 200 
lie ge eae 
Bi-monthly. 
9 | “Culna Prakash ” as ... | Culna wt ce 
Weekly. | 
6 |‘ Banga Hitaishi ”’ a ... | Bhowanipore =... | «eeeee | 19th November 1877. 
7 |“ Bishwa Dut”... ee ... | Taligunj, Caleutta..| ..... . |2lst ditto. 
i 8 | © Bishwa Suhrid”’ ... is ...|Mymensingh _... 450 
os . i*Mies wae... <u.) Be «| 658 | 22nd _— ditto. 
10 | “ Bharat Sangskaérak”’... ... | Calcutta oe gene) 19th ditto. 
11 | Bengal Advertiser’ =... «| Do. ter | seeeee 
12 | “Dacca Prakésh ” ... ee ae 400 | 25th ditto. 
13 | “Education Gazette”  ... ... | Hooghly | 1,168 | 23rd ditto. 
14 |“ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi’’  ... | Berhampore it mae La he. 
15 | & Pratikdr ”? ve ut a soe | 235 | 23rd = ditto. 
16 | “ Grambérté Prakashika ” .-- | Comercolly ‘es 200 | 24th = ditto. 
17 | *Sambéd Bhaskar ” ae .«- | Calcutta vee | ceeeee 
18 |“Sulabha Saméchér”  .... «| Dow. ...| 5,500 | 24th — ditto. 
19 | “ Sadh4rani ” oe ee ... | Chinsurah gre 516 | 25th = ditto. 
“Hindu Hitaishini” ... ... | Dacca | 800 | 24th — ditto. 


Names of Newspapers. 


(2) 


—— 


Number 
Place of publication. of copies 
issued. 


( 


a 


Dates of papers received and 
examined for the week, 


BencaLti— (Continued). 
Weekly—(Continued). 
‘Soma Prakash ”’ ... 

‘¢ Sahachar ” vue ve 
Hindu Ranjika ”’... ee 
“ Rungpore Dik Prakash ” 

“ Burdwan Prachariké ” 
Daily. 
‘¢Sambad Prabhakar ” 


‘¢ Samachar Chandrika” ... 
‘“ Banga Vidya Prakashika ”’ 
Arya Mihir” 


Weekly. 
‘¢ Amrita Bazar Patriké ” ... 
Howrah Hitakari ” 
“ Moorshedabad Patrika ’’... 
‘¢ Burrisal Bartabaha ” 


ENGLISH AND Urpv. 
‘¢ Urdu Guide ”’ 


Urpv. 
Bi-monthly. 
¢ Akhbér-ul-Akhbiae ” 


HInp1. 
Weekly. 
“ Behér Bandhu ” ... 


PERSIAN. 


‘ J4m-Jahan-numé” 


! 


“¢ Sambad Purnachandrodaya " 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 


Bhowanipore 

Calcutta 
Bauleah, Rajshahye 
Kakinié, Rungpore 


Burdwan 


Calcutta 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. se 
Bethar, Howrah ... 
Berhampore we 


Burrisal 


Calcutta 


Mozufferpore 


bel | Bankipore, Patna... 


i 


si | Calcutta 


ee 
i 


26th November 1877. 
19th ditto. 
21st ditto. 


22nd to 28th November. 
20th, 2ist and 27th Nov. 
20th to 28th November. . 


22nd November. 
25th ditto. 
23rd _— ditto. 


24th ditto. 


24th ditto. 


23rd_ ditto. 
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Bue, 


Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


WE take the following from an article in the Bharat Sangskérak, of the 


19th November, headed, the “Excise Depart- 
ment of Government”:—The policy which 
Government pursues in the administration of this department might be 
expressed in the following words: While all possible care should be taken 
to restrict the Pn a ye mig liquors and drugs, endeavour should also be 
made to obtatr“from them the highest amount of revenue possible. For 
this purpose, the system of selling licenses by auction has been introduced ; 
and it has indeed been successful to some extent. But it is asked, why does 
Government seek, by such unworthy means, to increase the revenue, or wh 

does it not make a wholesale prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs? 
The reply given is, of course, that since the people have a craving for such 
articles, any compulsory measures, on the part of Government proscribing 
their use, are likely to give rise to illicit practices and consequently to more 
evil than formerly ; and that therefore the policy, actually pursued by Govern- 
ment, is the wisest under the circumstances. We, however, do not see much 
force in this reasoning. We, indeed, admit that means should exist in 
every society for the gratification of the natural appetites of its members; 


/ 


‘The Excise Department. 


and that much evil would result if these facilities were entirely removed. The 


case is, however, otherwise with acquired appetites; among which a use 
of spirituous liquors and drugs is one. We do not believe that, if Govern- 
ment had prohibited the use of the more injurious of these articles, society 
would have been any worse for it. The case of China is relevant to the 
subject. We cannot help shedding tears whenever we call to mind the 
misery of the people of that unhappy country. For the last hundred 


years, its Government has in vain striven to prevent the sale of opium. 


within its territories. The people are gradually deteriorating. The plea, 


advanced by politicians in support of the opium trade, is, that since the 


Chinese will continue to use this drug, it is not improper in the Indian 
Government to supply them with it; and that the arrangement is doubly 
advantageous as benefiting the consumers, who obtain a genuine article, 
and the British Government, to which a large revenue is secured. Might not 
Government, on the same reasoning, obtain a revenue by pandering to the 
licentious appetites of men? But it should be ashamed of this self-seeking 
policy; and the revenue derived from opium ought to be as odious to it as 
beef is to a true Hindu. In this matter, Government acts much like a man 
who invents excuses to palliate his guilt. And although the excise system 
which obtains in this country is not so reprehensible as the opium trade with 
China; still, if any reform is really desired in this direction, the question of 
revenue should form no matter for consideration. The evil would consider- 
ably diminish if only, before granting a license for opening a liquor shop in 
any place, the consent of at least two-thirds of the inhabitants in the neigh- 
bourhood were obtained. er en 

2. We make the following extracts from a long editorial in the 
Sahachar, of the 19th November, headed, the * Low condition of the finances 
of the Indian Government.” Even the gods 
at Simla have been constrained to admit that 
the treasury has now no cash balances available, and that the Government 
8 on the verge of bankruptcy. No wonder that such should be the case, 
for whence is the money to come? ‘There has been a considerable loss of 
revenue in Southern India, as also under the head of export and import 
duties. While the famine has necessitated an expenditure of above ten 


The condition of the Finances. 


BHARAT 
SaxyGsKapBak, 


November 19th, 1877. 


SAHACHAR, 
November 19th, 1877. 


Banea Hitaisu, 
November 19th, 1877. 
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crores. Lord Lytton’s Government, it is said, has proposed two expedients for 
meeting the requirements of the Exchequer, namely (1) the imposition of an 
income tax of four or five per cent., and (2) a loan from the Native Princes 
on an interest of six per cent. As to the first, the imposition of the tax 
will be a huge political error. At this time especially, when the territories 
under two of the Ciief Presidencies of the Empire have been extremely im. 
poverished, the measure cannot but breed discontent and harassment. The 
Punjabi politicians know but one pill, which they regard as a panacea for all 
evil. Unfortunately for the country, the present Viceroy has no policy of his 
own ; otherwise, the proposal would have been at once rejected. How did 
Lord Northbrook manage to suppress a famine without imposing a fresh tax 
upon the people? As to the second proposal, compulsory loans from Native 
Princes were in fashion in the days of the Mahomedan Emperors. The 
former, in their fear, must submit to these demands; but they will be 
obliged to borrow at 12 per cent. to lend out at six. “ The loss, which 
is represented by this discrepancy, is certainly to be made up from their 
subjects; but what will be their feelings towards Government? At 
almost every Durbar, the Viceroy offers his advice to the Native Princes 
regarding the work of administration. But the teacher is himself now 
a bankrupt, and why? Are not the chiefs aware that a reduction of 
the Army charges alone will make up for any amount of deficit in one 
year? These loans from the Native Princes will render Government 
for ever contemptible in their eyes. One can indeed afford to frown upon his 
own wife; although, it should be remembered, this does not enhance her 
esteem for him. ‘There is, however, one course open to Government. Let 
it fearlessly tell the Home authorities that, if they continue to take money 
from India on various pretences, it will not long remain solvent. Let there 
be a separate army for India, and let the Indian Government purchase all 
articles for its use in the open market. Why should Government be always 
obliged to take the rusty weapons manufactured at the Woolwich Arsenal ? 
A strong protest should also go up against the continuance of those charges 
which are incurred in England in the name of India. The Zimes recently 
dwelt upon the injustice of making the Indian Exchequer pay for the 
interests of England. Now that the English nation is disposed to see 
justice done to this country, it only remains for the Government of India 
to make a bold and vigorous attempt to ensure success. 
3. The Banga Hitaishi, of the 19th November, contains an article, 
The Indian Legislative Council and headed “ The Mute Viceroys of India.” After 
the Local Councils. reproducing his own observations on the ad- 
* Paragraph 14 of the Report for ministration of the present Viceroy, made in 
papeisdisascah cob a former issue of this paper,* the writer pro- 
ceeds to condemn in strong terms the conduct of Sir Richard Temple iu 
reference to an incident which recently occurred ata meeting of the Bombay 
Legislative Council. When the amended Bombay Revenue Jurisdiction Bill 
was under consideration, an amendment was, it is said, proposed and made 
in one of the sections of the Bill, at the instance of the Government of 
India ; and when a native member rose to object to it, he was silenced by the 
remark that they must carry out the wishes of the Imperial Government. 
The editor remarks upon this—It may be asked if laws for the different 
Presidencies are to be enacted and amended merely at the pleasure of the 
Government of India, what is the use of keeping up a show of local 
Legislative Councils? The same scene was acted here, when the Public Works 
Cess Bill was introduced into the Bengal Council. Even at the very outset, 
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Mr. Eden observed that the authorities were resolved to introduce this eess. 
If the matter had been all settled befo.2, why was. it brought before 
the Legislative Council? Does not this show that this institution is kept 
up purely for ornament, and that the members are no better than puppets. 
If the Indian Government must possess all real power and despotically 
govern the country, what is the need of Governors and Deputy Governors ? 
or, if the latter are not left free conscientiously to act for the good of the 
people, what right have they to the high salaries they obtain from the State ? 
The two measures adverted to are deep stains on the fame of the enlightened 
British administration. Government has established local Legislative Coun- 
cils and appointed native members for the ostensible purpose of enacting 
such laws as might appear necessary to the people of the different provinces ; 
but their practice shows the contrary. Does such deceitful and hypocritical 
conduct become the most Christian nation in the world? Does the adminis- 
tration of such rulers inspire the people with esteem and loyalty, or does it 
not provoke ridicule and breed discontent ? 
4, The same paper writes a long editorial on the present impoverish- 
The condition of the chief native €d condition of the old respectable families 
families. of native suciety. While the status of the 
lower and of the middle classes has considerably improved, the members of 
|] those once great families, who should be the natural leaders of the people, 
1 have met with great reverses. They are poor, aimless, and effortless. 
1 A few of this class have been appointed Deputy Magistrates, but their accep- 
tance of such posts rather lowers than raises them in the estimation of the 
people. Under the British Government, there is no proper field for the 
gratification of their ambition. The rulers seem determined to ruin them. 


Banea Hrrarsar, 
November 19th, 1877. 


It was far better under the Mahomedans, when men of this class command- 


ed armies and filled responsible posts. It would be a wise thing in Gov- 
ernment to allow them admission into the army, where they might be content 
even with a low salary. 


5. The Bishwa Dit, of the 21st November, dwells upon the subject 
of the poverty of India, and thinks that it is 
caused by England continually draining this 
country of all her wealth. All the European officers who serve the Indian 
Government, and the merchants who come here for purposes of trade, after a 
few years retire to their native country, carrying away with them their earn- 
ings, About sixteen crores of rupees again are annually paid to England on 
account of the Home charges of the Government of India. British goods 
and British manufactures bring to England a considerable amount of Indian 
wealth. Need we wonder, since such is the case, at the poverty of this 
country? It was not so under the Hindu and Mahomedan Rulers. What 
was taken from the people, in the shape of taxes, was expended for their 
good ; and the wealth of the country remained in it. 
6. In an article on the Excise Department, the Bhdrat Mshir, of the 
22nd November, expresses views identical with 
Excise. those noticed in paragraph 15 of our Report 
of the 17th idem 
7. The Pratiékdr, of the 28rd November, contains an article on the 
Behar condition of the people in Behar, in which are 
| reproduced the observations made by the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd, noticed in paragraph 4 of our last Report. — 
8. The Moorshedabad Putrikd, of the 28rd November, is almost 
entirely taken up with the case of Kuwar 
Jogendra Nath Roy, of Nattore, and the 


The poverty of India. 


Kumar Jogendra Nath Roy. 


Bispwa Dor, 
November 21st, 1877. 


Buakat Mrure, 
November 22nd, 1877. 


PRATIKAR, 
November 23rd, 1877. 


MOoRSHEDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


November 23rd, 1877. 


Hispo HiraisH1n1, 
November 24th, 1877. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
November 25th, 1877. 


Dacca PRaKasH, 
November 26tb, 1877. 


GRAMBARTA 
PRaKASHIKA, 


November 24th, 1877. 


SaADHARARI, 
November 25th, 1877. 
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sentence passed upon him by the Sessions Judge of Rajshahye. The event 
has created a profound agitation in the district. 

9, Both the Hindu Hitatshint and the Dacca. Prakash, in discussing 

the relative merits of the three proposed Rail- 
way lines from Goalundo to Mymensingh, agree 
in observing that, on the ground of economy and convenience, that from 
Goalundo to Dacca and from Dacca to Mymensingh is the best. This line, 
if constructed, would also attract a large amount of traffic, if a branch line 
were simultaneously made from Dacca to Naraingunge, one of the chief trade 
centres of Hastern Bengal. : 

10. Adverting to the depletion of the Exchequer at the present time, 
the Dacca Prakdsh, remarks:—If it becomes 
really necessary to impose a new tax in order 
to replenish the exhausted Exchequer, a general income tax is the best 
that can be selected under the circumstances; care, however, being 
taken that its incidence does not affect injuriously small incomes, such as 
those under a thousand rupees, and those persons also who are subjected 
to heavy taxes in other forms. For this purpose, the landholding classes 
and the agricultural tenantry, who in addition to what they generally pay 
as land revenue are still saddled with the Road and Public Works Cesses, 
ought to be exempted from all liability to the income tax. 

ll. The Grdmbdrtéd Prakashikd, of the 24th November, is also in- 
clined to think that, if there must be a 
fresh tax, it should be one on the income of 
the people. It should, however, be assessed with justice and moderation. 

12. The Sddhdrani, of the 25th November, while commending the 

His Honor’s speech to the zemindars OUtspokenness of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
of Behar. his address to the zemindars of Behar, remarks, 


Railway to Mymensingh. 


The Income Tax. 


The same subject. 


- with regret, that in enumerating the causes which have brought about the 


Soma Praxasn, 
November 26th, 1877. 


poverty of the tenantry of that province, His Honor should have omitted 
all reference to the cultivation of indigo. ‘‘ Weshall again refer to the 
letter of a correspondent adverted to in our last article on the subject. The 
misfortunes of the Beharies will not end, and labourers from Behar will not 
cease to be under the necessity of going elsewhere in quest of employment, 
so long as the cultivation of poppy and indigo continues to be carried on 
according to the present system. In the Durbar, no mention was made of 
these two matters; nay, it rather appears from the resolution published in: 
the Gazette, that the Lieutenant-Governor will notice with gratification an 
extension of the indigo industry in Behar. ‘This does not certainly become 
Mr. Eden, who is so thoroughly acquainted with the condition of the country. 
His Honor should have sought to deliver the ryots from their indebtedness 
to the ticcadars and mahajuns, and their compulsory impressment into the 
service of the indigo planters. His Honor’s advice to the zemindars to use 
such means as will ameliorate their condition, is likely to be greatly bene- 
ficial. We are not displeased with His Honor for making this address, and 
are of opinion that such speeches as this, delivered occasionally, do the 
public much good.” 

13. Writing on the subject of the condition of the tenantry in Behar, 
the Soma Prakdsh, of the 26th November, 
agrees generally with the sentiments of the 
address given by the Lieutenant-Governor to the zemindars of that 
province. As to the utility of the canals, the writer refers to the great 
objection which is often raised against their construction, namely, that 
in years of drought or insufficient rainfall, very little water remains in 


The same subject. 
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the rivers which feed the canals, which therefore hardly obtain any supply. 
At such times, when there is the greatest need for canal water, the supply 
fails the cultivators. A compulsory irrigation cess, under the circumstances, 
will be exceedingly unjust. We believe that, if means were used to elevate 
the condition of the poverty-stricken of Behar by opening out new fields 
of earning money, and if facilities of communication were made available 
throughout the country, the people might be saved alive even during a 
famine, without the Government being obliged to have recourse to such 
obnoxious measures as a compulsory irrigation cess. 


EDUCATION. 


14. The Bhérat Milir, of the 22nd November, points out the unwis- 


os , dom of the Rulers in abolishing the College 

li f the Delhi College. os , 2. 
ee at Delhi in spite of the earnest and reasonable 
entreaties Of the people in its favour. Government seems to attach greater 


importance to the construction of Public Works than to the education of those 
entrusted to its care; and hence it is that when funds are low, and expenses 
need to be reduced, the Education Department is so often made a victim. As 
what Government has once ordered, is never changed subsequently, it 
only remains for the people to put forth personal efforts to restore the college 
to its former status. The Bengalis also should take advantage of this occa- 


sion to show a practical sympathy with the people of the North-Western 
Provinces in accomplishing their object. 


- Locat GRievANCEs. 


}5. The Sahachar, of the 19th November, directs the attention of 
The filling up of dirty tanks in Dr. Payne and the Commissioners of the 
neue. Calcutta Municipality to the suffering of the 
rate-payers caused by noxious odours continually emitted from the tanks 


which are de-watered and filled up with rubbish and street-sweepings. The 
complaint should be promptly attended to. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, Government Bengali Translator. 


The 1st Decembér 1877. 


Bengal Sect. Press—W. H.—Reg. No. 16400—~4-12-77. 


Boarat Mruarr, 
November 22nd, 1877. 


SAHACHAR, 
November 19th, 1877. 
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